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CONSTITUTION 

Northern Ireland Group for Art Therapy 

1. NAME 

The name of the organisation shall be the Northern Ireland Group for 
Art Therapy, (hereafter referred to as NIGAT).  

2. OBJECTS  

The organisation shall be established exclusively for charitable 
purposes and in particular for:  

 a) The promotion of art therapy and the wider uses of creativity to 
foster wholeness and health for individuals and community 
groups through creative activities, the use of art materials, and 
educational events.  

 b) To raise public awareness of the benefits of art therapy and the 
wider uses of creativity in the therapeutic application of art. 

 c) Building relationships between art therapy and other professions  

 d) To collaborate with others where possible who are promoting 
the aforementioned objectives. 

3. MEMBERSHIP  

Membership shall be open to those who are aligned with the objects of 
NIGAT and will be determined by writing to the secretary enclosing the 
appropriate fee.  

The Organising Committee shall have the right to discontinue the 
membership of any member whose subscription is more than 12 
months in arrears - or for any other reason at the discretion of the 
Committee, such as working contrary to the objectives or bringing the 
organisation into disrepute. 
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4. CONTRIBUTIONS  

The Annual Subscription to NIGAT shall be determined at the AGM and 
shall be payable annually in advance.  

NIGAT shall have the power to accept grants and/ or donations for any 
purpose consistent with its objects.  

5. MANAGEMENT 

The Committee shall consist of: a Chair; Secretary; Treasurer and, at 
least, two other committee members, one of whom may act as Vice 
Chair. 

The Committee shall meet as often as is necessary to conduct the 
business of NIGAT.  

The Committee shall be decided each year at the AGM. 

The term of office of the Chair and Treasurer is two years after which 
they can be re-elected up to a maximum of three terms in total. 

The term of office for other members of the Committee is two years, 
with no maximum length of term. 

6. QUORUM 

All committee meetings shall consist of a quorum of the full committee.  
NIGAT sets the quorum at one third of the committee plus one.  Figures 
shall be rounded up.  A quorum is required for all committee meetings, 
not just for meeting where a vote is to take place.   

7. ATTENDANCE 

A committee member who fails to attend three consecutive committee 
meetings or four committee meetings in any given year shall be deemed 
to have resigned and a notice shall be given as such. 
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8. SECONDMENTS 

The Committee may, by a resolution passed by a majority of the 
Committee’s voting members, second individuals onto the Committee 
for a specified period or for the duration of a particular project where 
their specific skills, expertise, or experience are deemed necessary to 
support the Charity’s objectives. Such secondments shall be for a fixed 
term not exceeding twelve (12) months, unless extended by further 
resolution. Seconded members shall not have voting rights unless 
expressly granted by the Committee for the duration of their 
secondment. All secondments must be clearly documented, including 
the reason for secondment, expected contributions, and the term of 
appointment. Seconded individuals shall be subject to the same 
confidentiality and conflict of interest policies as full Committee 
members. 

9. SUB-COMMITTEES 

The Committee may carry out the aims and objectives of NIGAT 
through sub-committees (e.g. Day Meeting sub-committee).   

Sub-committees may constitute of seconded members but must 
contain at least one full committee member. 

Sub-committees may meet as often as is necessary. Minutes must be 
kept.  Seconded sub-committee members do not need to attend the 
Committee meetings, but the minutes should be presented at the 
Committee meeting as a report. 

10. DUTIES OF OFFICERS.  

The Committee shall see that the business of NIGAT is carried out in a 
proper manner.  

The Secretary shall be responsible for notifying members of meetings, 
correspondence and any other matters of appropriate interest to 
NIGAT.  
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The Treasurer shall receive and lodge in the name of NIGAT all monies 
due and keep a true record of income and expenditure.  

The Treasurer shall submit an audited financial report each year at the 
AGM.  

11. MEETINGS.   

NIGAT shall meet not less than THREE times a year, one of which 

meetings shall be the AGM. The AGM shall take place in November of 

each year.  

A special meeting may be called at any time by the Committee or upon 
the written request of one third of the Members. The object of the 
meeting in this case must be clearly stated.  

12. NIGAT BUSINESS  

All matters other than those stated above and not involving an 
amendment to the Constitution shall be dealt with by the Committee.  

13. AMENDMENTS 

Any alterations to this constitution shall receive the assent of not less 
than two thirds of the full membership of the group present and voting 
at an AGM meeting specially for the purpose provided the notice of such 
alteration shall have been received by the Secretary in writing not less 
than 21 days before the meeting at which the alteration is to be 
proposed.  

No alteration may be made which would have the effect of causing the 
Group to cease to be a Charity at Law.  

 


